
GRIN AND BEAR IT:!
Newsletter for Fielden and Janet Allison!!

The pilot came over the intercom to report trouble with engine number one.  “No 
cause for alarm,” he said, “but because I’ll have to shut it down, our arrival will be 
delayed an hour.”  Minutes later, the pilot reported an oil leak in engine number 
two.  “Don’t worry,” he said, “A jumbo jet can fly on two engines.  But here will be 
a further delay in arrival.”  A few minutes later, it was the pilot again.  Their arrival 
was being pushed back one more time due to a problem with the third engine. 
“Great!” a passenger grumbled aloud. “If the fourth engine goes, we’ll be up here 
all night!”   
                  -Anonymous !
To all of you who prayed for us regularly on our long African safari, blessings to 
you!  We praise God!  We made it safely back to our home in Swaziland at 3 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Sept. 24th.  We were so thankful to arrive without major troubles 
along the way.  We found our Swazi home to be in good shape although needing 
a good cleaning. 
   

!
For those who like trivia:  This was our longest trek ever, spanning 116 days. We 
traveled 10,000 miles. We were in 11 African countries, though we only taught in 
5 of those.  We had to cross 12 borders.  We taught marriage/family workshops 
in 3 new places, had follow-up workshops in 6 places and taught 15 seminars. 
We slept in 46 different  beds: 11 in missionaries’ homes, 19 in Nationals homes, 
and 16 in guest houses.  We got malaria once, mosquitoes, a few; bedbugs 
without number!  It was a Great Safari!   

We were blessed to visit our daughter, Martha, and 
Jeremy Smith and 4 boys in Mozambique for 1 week

One of our workshop groups on the eastern slopes of 
Mt. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania



We were a bit reticent returning to Swaziland.  Actually we dreaded it.  But we 
were warmly welcomed, by those on campus, with hugs and "welcome back.” 
When we left Swaziland on June 1, our hearts were bursting.  We felt so unjustly 
treated.  We were hurt.  Four months of being on the road, with people we love 
and by whom we are loved, together with great Skype or email conversations 
with many of you, with much time in prayer and reflection and seeking God’s will, 
left us feeling valued and ready to move into the next phase of our African 
ministry.   !
We feel led by God to move back to East Africa, Monduli, Tanzania.  Here are a 
few of the major reasons for the decision: 

  
1. Monduli is located just west of Arusha, Tanzania.  It is more centrally 

located for our continued ministry of marriage and family. 
2. We already know the national language, Kiswahili, which will make our 

transition easier. 
3. We feel more comfortable in East Africa where we have lived for so many 

years.  
4. We will be joining 19 mission families in Tanzania, some older teams, 

some new to whom we hope to minister in some way. 
5. In 2008 Dr. Danny and Nancy Smelser opened a health clinic in Monduli. 

They have a sizable property and want to begin a boarding high school in 
2016.  Janet will likely assume the role of principal until a person can be 
hired to fulfill that role.  Likely both of us will teach some courses there. 
 Janet could serve as clinic counselor. The property lies on the edge of a 
large group of Masai people so there is a good opportunity for me to be 
involved in evangelism.   !

We have already begun the process of packing our belongings.  We must vacate 
our house by Dec. 31st.  But, because we had planned our regular home-leave 
from Nov. 30th we must be packed up and out of our house by that date.  We 
have much to do. We are now looking ahead to the opportunities God had set 
before us.  Rejoice with us!  Join us in this new challenge!   !
We love you, 
Fielden and Janet


